S4S               FEOM PEKIN TO  CALAIS  BY LAND.

a living by doing odd jobs as porter, droshki-driver,
and what not. He had seen better days, he told
us, and knew Paris and London well, having once
been employed as waiter in an Italian restaurant ia
the latter city, and had he kept away from Peters-
burg and politics, would now be living an honest
and comfortable life.

Most of the convict barges are of the same size,
while all are on the same principle. The one *we
visited, TJie Irtish, was about two hundred and
fifty feet in length, by forty in width, the upper
deck being supported by two large deck-houses,
one of which formed a hospital and dispensary, the
other quarters for the officers of the convoy, and
exiles belonging to the noble or privileged class.
No objection was shown by the sentry to our going
on board. Indeed we were not even asked for our
passports,

I was certainly agreeably surprised. The cells
were sweet and clean, though, I must add, they had
not been occupied for more than a month, the
vessel having been towed back empty from Tomsk
in preparation for her next cargo in the spring.
" You should visit one of these ships on her arrival
at Tomsk/' said our guide, with a sinister smile.
"I do not think then you would be quite so im-
pressed with the cleanliness and comfort. The
voyage is seldom made without at least five per
cent, dying of typhus, and who can wonder ?
Human beings were never intended to be herded
together like swine." x

1 For a detailed description of this very large -when occupied bj"